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FOR GOOD.  FOR EVER.

The true meaning of 
life is to plant trees 
under whose shade 
you do not expect 

to sit.

- Nelson Henderson, 
philanthropist



DeKalb County Community 

Foundation

Agenda
ÅNonprofit Sector

ÅWhat is Philanthropy? 
ÅWhat is a Community 

Foundation?
ÅWhat is DCCF all 

about?
ÅWhatôs ahead?



Non-Profit Sector

Independent Sector 3rd Sector

Non-Governmental Organization (NGO)

Voluntary Sector Non-Profit Organization (NPO)



What is the Nonprofit Sector?

Å The IRS has over 20 categories of Nonprofits (only 

public-serving organizations (501 (c) 3ôs) get federal tax exemption on 

individual & corporate donations):

ÂMost serve the broad public(1.2 million); others serve 

only their members(400,000) (i.e. mutual benefitorganizations, 

such as trade or bar associations, social & fraternal organizations, labor 

unions, etc.)

ÂMany nonprofits provide services; others distribute 

moneyto other providers (United Way, Community Foundation)

ÂSome are secular; others are religious or ñfaith-basedò

ÂVariety is not unlike the private sector (Varied cultures)

ÂOften the largest employer



Types of Tax-Exempt Organizations (Boris & 

Steuerie, 1999)



Growth Rates of Nonprofits
(Boris & Steuerie, p. 10)



GOVERNMENT/STATE

PRIVATE/

FOR-PROFIT/

MARKET

NONPROFIT

We are different...We have common goalséWe depend on one another



Understanding the Third Sector

Definition: Defined by what it is not (Residual 

category):

ÂNon-profit

ÂNon-governmental

ÂResponse to ñfailureò?



People try to search for creative ways to 

get things done.



Understanding the Third Sector

Å Primary objectives (Najam, 1996)
Â State (a.k.a. Public sector ïProtect Something):

Å Preserve social order 

Å Represents interests of majority (or of dominant groups)

Å Operates in realm of political system

Â Market (a.k.a. Private sector ïMake Something): 
Å Produce goods and services through mechanisms of negotiated economic 

exchange and profit maximization

Å Represents individual self-interest

Å Operates in realm of the market system

Â Voluntary Association (a.k.a. Non-profit sector ïChange Something): 
Å Actualize social vision through the shared normative values of its patrons, 

members and clients

Å Represents interests of minority (or of marginalized interests)

Å Operates in realm of civil society and is mission-driven (although has a 
responsibility to operate in a fiscally healthy manner)



DeKalb County Community 

Foundation

Are you as knowledgeable about 
philanthropy and the Community 

Foundation as 32 teenagers in DeKalb 
County? 

You will be soon!



How Does the Community 

Foundation Work?

Raise your hand if you are a 
Philanthropisté

What does a Philanthropist 
look like?



According to Google:

Andrew 
Carnegie, 

1835 ï1919, 
Ironmaster 

and 
philanthropist



Å A.A. Hyde, 
Circa 1920, 
Businessman & 
Philanthropist

According to Google:



According to Google:

ÅOprah Winfrey, 
TV Personality, 
Businesswoman 
& Philanthropist



Å James Purefoy ïActor on NBC ïReally a 
philanthropist?

According to Google:



Her too?  Really?!



What is Philanthropy?

http://learningtogive.org/videos/what_is_phil_large.asp

http://learningtogive.org/videos/what_is_phil_large.asp


ôShadowõ



What is Philanthropy

Åñphilanthropy ò is ñthe giving of oneôs 
time, talent or treasure for the sake of 
another, or for the common good; 
voluntary action for the public good; or 
voluntary giving or service, primarily for 
the benefit of others.ò ïOxford Dictionary



How Does the Community 

Foundation Work?

Raise your hand if you are a 
Philanthropist



Everyone can be a philanthropist 



1914 First U.S. community foundation established 
in Cleveland, Ohio

today Over 770 community foundations in the United States

üServing citizens across the nation

üMore than $44.8 billion in assets

üMore than $3.2 billion in local grants each year

üAnd growing!

1993 DeKalb County Community Foundation established

Community Foundation

facts A brief history



The ôbusiness of philanthropyõ 

ROOTS in DeKalb County

DeKalb County 
Agricultural Association 

Formed
As a spin -off of the DeKalb 
County Soil Improvement 

Association the DeKalb 
County Agricultural 

Association (soon to be 
referred to as DeKalb Ag) 
was incorporated in 1917. 

The purpose was to become 
engaged in the commercial 

seed business. 



Charlie & Mary Roberts

ÅñCommunity 
Stewardsò ï
Contributed 

$3.8 million to 
start the 

DeKalb County 
Community 
Foundation



What is the DeKalb County 

Community Foundation?

Å A public, charitable, non -profit organization  

Å Philanthropic gifts benefit non -profit and other 
community organizations throughout DeKalb 
County

Å People are able to give back to their own 
communities (Gifts ñtoò DCCF are really gifts to 
our community ñthroughò the Foundation!)

Å Educational/Organizational Foundations vs. a 
Community Foundation

Å Professional management of funds

Å ñCommunity Savings Accountò with emphasis on 
endowment émeeting needs today and sustaining 
the future



MISSION (Why we exist)

To enhance the quality 
of life in DeKalb 

County by proactively 
addressing community 
needs and expanding, 

managing, and 
distributing 

philanthropic 
resources .



VISION (What we envision for 

the future)

To be a philanthropic 
leader as we partner 
with others to build 
strong communities 
throughout DeKalb 

County



CORE VALUES (Who we are)

In our work we commit ourselves to:

ÅHonor meaningful traditions while also learning and seeking new 
approaches

ÅReach the vision of the Foundation in the original spirit of 
generosity and humility

ÅManage and distribute charitable funds with integrity and 
fairness

ÅMaintain governance that is diverse, inclusive, representative of 
DeKalb County, and that puts community above self

ÅEncourage and contribute to effective partnerships in support of 
our vision and mission

ÅRespect our donors, grant recipients, and community at large at 
all times



KEY ROLES/SERVICES (How do we 

make our vision a reality?)

ÅEndowments & 
Donor Services

ÅStewardship

ÅGrantmaking

ÅCommunity 
Initiatives



OUR SLOGAN

(How we sum up what weõre all about?)

For Good. For Ever.



Endowments & Donor 

Services

Å The Community Foundation accepts tax -deductible 
donations from individuals, businesses, and other 
organizations.

Å Endowments are perpetual funds in which the majority of 
the value is protected. The funds are invested, earn 
returns, and distribute a portion of their value in the form 
of grants or scholarships. 

Å Over time, the amount granted exceeds the original 
contribution, while the fund balance builds value.

Å Flexibilityémany types of funds.  

Å Donors direct their gifts!

Å Cost effectiveness

Å Variety of gift sizes and types

Å Legacy

Å Private Money for Public Good



Charitable Funds

DeKalb
County

Community
Foundation



Endowment Funds



The Power of Endowment

Endowment 
model 

assumes:

Å8 percent rate 
of return.

Å5 percent 
annual spending.

ÅNo additional 
contributions to 
the fund beyond 
original $25,000 

gift.



Some of the newer funds at

your Community Foundation

ÅPalmer Family Music Education 
Scholarship Fund

ÅNIU Literacy Clinic Endowment Fund

ÅTim & Susan Dunlop Administrative 
Endowment Fund

ÅGurler Heritage Association Endowment 
Fund (in honor of Helen Merritt)

ÅSycamore Park District Endowment Fund

ÅKeleher Family Donor Advised Fund



Stewardship

Å21 Member Board of Directors

ÅFinancial management/oversight of 
funds

ÅProfessional staff

ÅHonest & Transparent



Board of Directors - 2011

Larry Bolles     Brad Brown     Joe Bussone     Evelina Cichy    Kevin Buick

Donna          Pete Dell        Tim Dunlop          Frank                Marcia
Turner Roberts            Goodrich



Dean Lundeen     Lana Haines        Tim Suter      Marcy Billington   Tom Matya  

Kevin McArtor Patty Foster  Donna Larson    Mary      Kristina Garcia   Mariam 
Pritchard     Wassmann

Board of Directors - 2011



Your Community Foundation

At a glance - 1993

Value of assets, 12 -31 -93 $4.1 million

Number of separate funds 4

Total grants awarded 
during 1993

$150,000



Your Community Foundation

At a glance - 2010

Asset Value, 12 -31 -10 $28.2 million

Number of separate 
funds

218

Total grants awarded in 
2010

$997,849

Grants awarded between 
1993 -2010

$12.73 million



Grantmaking

Since 1993, the Community Foundation 
has granted approximately $12.73 million 
in DeKalb County in the four focus areas 
of:

Å Arts and Culture

Å Community Development & Civic Affairs

Å Education

Å Health and Human Services



Grantmaking

Å Community Needs Grants

Å Donor Advised Fund Grants

Å Designated Grants

Å Scholarships

Å Opportunity Grants

Å CommunityWorks Grants

Å YOUTH ENGAGED IN PHILANTHROPY 
(YEP)



Community Needs Grants 

2010

HIGHLIGHTS

ÅTotal Number of Requests: 113 

ÅTotal Dollar Amount of Requests:  $936,578

ÅNumber of Grants Awarded: 85

ÅTotal Dollar Amount of Grants Awarded:  $326,408



Grants In Action

Sandwich 
Opera House



Grants In Action

The Growing Place



Grants In Action

Indian Creek 

Recreation



Grants In Action

Nguzo Saba Menôs Club of DeKalb



Your Community 

Foundation

FOR GOOD.  FOR EVER.

Community Initiatives



Your Community Foundation

DeKalb 
County 
Non -Profit 
Directory

www.dekalbcountynonprofits.org



DeKalb County 

Community Foundation

Catch The Vision

FOR GOOD.  FOR EVER.




